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GOVERNMENT & NATIONAL SECURITY

H.E. DR. MOHAMED AL KUWAITI
HEAD OF CYBERSECURITY, UAE GOVERNMENT

cybersecurity posture at a time when digital resilience has become a state

priority. As Head of Cybersecurity and Executive Advisor to the Supreme
Council for National Security, he oversees strategy at a national level, spanning critical
infrastructure protection, policy development and incident response readiness. His
background as Executive Director of the National Electronic Security Authority and a
former chief technical analyst at the Ministry of Interior brings both operational depth
and analytical precision to his work. Alongside his leadership roles, his research
contributions, including work on cybersecurity in the age of Al, reflect a continued
focus on aligning national security frameworks with emerging technologies.

D r. Mohamed Al Kuwaiti plays a central role in shaping the UAE's national

POWERLIST

ENTERPRISE SECURITY

ALAIN PENEL
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, MIDDLE EAST, TURKIYE & CIS, FORTINET

cybersecurity and regional business leadership, positioning him as a key

driver of Fortinet's growth across the Middle East, Tiirkiye and CIS. Based
in Dubal, he leads the company's expansion across high-end enterprise segments
while strengthening its channel ecosystem and regional presence. His background
spans senior roles at Alcatel-Lucent Enterprise, Cisco and Digital Equipment, where
he consistently scaled operations and drove market expansion. Penel’s strength lies in
aligning cybersecurity with business growth, helping organisations secure increasingly
complex infrastructures as they adopt cloud, Al and digital-first strategies across the
region’s evolving threat landscape.

Q lain Penel brings more than 25 years of experience across enterprise networking,

H.E. FAISAL AL BANNAI
SECRETARY GENERAL, ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH COUNCIL

research and technology leadership in the UAE. As Secretary General of the

Advanced Technology Research Counclil, he has been instrumental in positioning
Abu Dhabi as a global hub for research and development, with a strong emphasis on Al
and next-generation technologies. His influence extends across key national entities,
including the Emirates Research and Development Council and EDGE Group, where he
contributes to shaping strategic priorities around innovation and security. Through his
involvement with institutions such as Khalifa University and the UAE Space Agency, Al
Bannai continues to champion talent development and sovereign capabilities, reinforcing
the UAE's long-term approach to secure, technology-led growth.

I I .E. Faisal Al Bannai operates at the intersection of national security, advanced

DR. ALEKSANDAR VALJAREVIC
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, HELP AG

to the region’s digital transformation agenda. As Acting CEO, he oversees

strategy and operations, building on his previous role as Chief Business
Officer where he drove growth across sales, solution architecture and hyperscaler
partnerships. With expertise spanning cloud security, identity management and data
protection, he has supported organisations across Europe, Africa and the Middle
East in adopting secure, scalable technologies. Holding a PhD in Computer Science,
Valjarevic combines technical depth with business leadership, guiding Help AG's role
in securing initiatives such as smart cities, Al adoption and post-quantum readiness
across the region

D r. Aleksandar Valjarevic leads Help AG at a time when cybersecurity is central
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MAJED BIN MOHAMMED AL-MAZYED

GOVERNOR, SAUDI NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY AUTHORITY

ICT, regulation and national cybersecurity strategy, positioning him at the

forefront of Saudi Arabia’s digital security agenda. As Governor of the
National Cybersecurity Authority, he leads efforts to strengthen the Kingdom's cyber
resilience while shaping policies that support secure digital growth. His tenure at
the Communications and Information Technology Commission saw him drive major
Infrastructure advancements, Including accelerating mobile internet development
and enabling early adoption of emerging technologies. With a strong foundation
in engineering and executive leadership, including programmes at MIT Sloan, Al-
Mazyed combines technical expertise with policy insight, helping align Saudi Arabla’s
cybersecurity frameworks with global standards and evolving threat landscapes.

M ajed bin Mohammed Al-Mazyed brings over 16 years of experience across

DIEGO ARRABAL
VICE PRESIDENT, EASTERN EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA,
CHECK POINT SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGIES

enterprise technology, leading Check Point’s operations across Eastern Europe,

the Middle East and Africa. Based in Dubai, he focuses on strengthening regional
execution while working closely with CISOs and partners to deliver scalable, prevention-
first security strategles. His leadership centres on simplifying cybersecurity through unified
architectures, bringing together areas such as hybrid environments, workspace protection
and Al-driven security into a cohesive approach. Arrabal’s emphasis on customer proximity
and in-market engagement reflects a practical understanding of regional challenges,
enabling organisations to strengthen visibllity, reduce complexity and improve resilience
against increasingly sophisticated threat landscapes.

D iego Arrabal brings more than 30 years of experience across cybersecurity and
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